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What is creatioity?

If you're an artist, writer, musician, photographer, or designer, you've likely been called a ‘creative person’
at some point in your life. Perhaps you have worked out a new idea to a problem that you thought was
creative. Maybe you've been in a class and contributed a different perspective or different interpretation
of a story. There are many ways to show creativity.

Simply put, creativity involves transforming your ideas, imagination and dreams into reality. When you're
being creative, you can see the hidden patterns, make connections and come up with new ideas. Anybody
can be creative and you can ‘teach’ yourself to be more creative by altering your mind set. Creative people
possess certain traits or skills. They are always asking questions, coming up with creative solutions to
problems, and exhibiting a willingness to take risks. They are not afraid to be seen as different and will
often think 'outside the box." The ability be creative and innovative is a highly valued workplace skill.

Christians and people of other faiths believe that God created us in his image and has given us many skills
and gifts in creativity. We are encouraged to find and use the talents and abilities that have been given
to each of us so that they bring joy to ourselves and other people around us.
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Why is crestivity important? i, TV |

Creativity — using our imagination fo come up with ideas or make
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something new — is one of the most valuable qualities human beings CANTAONS d
can have. Innovative thinking will serve our children well in whatever bt ~ Ll
endeavours they choose. The more we encourage creative activity nQo -

during their formative years, the more comfortable and confident GO

they'll feel in sharing their ideas with others. Albert Einstein

The good news is we generally don’t have
to teach children to be creative. Most
children seem to have a natural instinct for
it. If we provide them the tools and get out
of the way, young kids will create to their
heart's content. But eventually some

| things do tend to get in the way — fear,

time, passive entertainment, to name a
few — which is where we as parents and
educators step in.

Top tips for promoting cregtivity
ot home:

1. Invest in open-ended toys. Open-
ended toys are timeless and
limitless in their possibilities.
Blocks, building sets, toy animals
— anything that can be used in
multiple ways for multiple purposes
will encourage imaginative play and
creativity.

Make sure supplies are easily
accessible. Don'’t be terrified by
the mess. If you give your children
access to scissors, felt tips, tape
and the recycling bin, you will be
amazed at the rocket ships that can
be created.

Give them free time and space.
Creativity needs room to breathe.
Ask questions about your child’s
creations.

Let them see you being

creative. Let them see you try
something new and experiment
until you figure out what works. Let
them see you make mistakes and
learn from them. Let them see you
enjoy your own creative process.
Offer encouraging feedback.
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