The Music Curriculum at Northleaze - Intent

At Northleaze our aim is to make music fun, accessible and an enjoyable learning experience. Children are
encouraged to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the
confidence of all children. We offer a large variety of musical experiences through the child’s time in school.
Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen
and to appreciate different forms of music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning
about how music can represent feelings and emotions. The children learn how to work with others to
compose music and perform for an audience.

We ensure that every family is aware of the opportunity for their child to learn an instrument with North
Somerset specialist music teachers. We provide those children the opportunity to perform at school in
assembly and in concerts. We also offer all children the opportunity to perform to an audience. Over the
course of the children’s schooling they take part in a range of fantastic opportunities, such as: Year Two
singing festival: ‘Raise the roof’, Year Six Christmas concert, Key Stage One Christmas Nativity and singing in
church, to name but a few.

Key features of Music lessons at Northleaze — Implementation

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:

o perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and
traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians

¢ learntosing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have
the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the
opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence

e understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the
interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate
musical notations

In Music, we use a scheme of work called Charanga. It is an online resource which makes teaching music fun
and engaging. It provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group in the school. It
is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, clear progression and uses
engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson.

The scheme supports all the requirements of the national curriculum, moving away from the previous levels
and learning objective/outcome concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to
musical learning.

Each unit of work comprises the strands of musical learning which correspond with the national curriculum
for music. The scheme is structured and takes the teacher and pupil on a learning journey into a different
focus and through different genres. Firstly, the children listen to and appraise a piece of music. They then
have a variety of musical activities via: warm-up games, flexible games, singing, playing instruments,
improvisation, composition and finally, they perform or sing a song.
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